
 
Allotments Annual Meeting 2010 

 
Notes of a meeting with allotment holders held in the Council Chamber, Council Offices, School 
Aycliffe Lane, Newton Aycliffe on Thursday 18th November 2010 at 7.00 pm. 
 
 Present Councillor V Crosby (Chairman) and Councillor I. Gray 
   Mr D Thompson (Works Manager) 
 

 
 
Apologies for Absence 
 
Apologies for absence were submitted on behalf of Councillor W Curtis. 
 
Chairman’s Opening Remarks 
 
The Chairman welcomed tenants to the meeting and explained the format of the meeting. 
 
The Chairman then outlined to tenants the Councils position regarding budget provision for 
allotments during the next financial year and in particular capital spending on allotments and the 
need for the Council to be extra prudent during times of economic uncertainty.  
 
Winner of the Best Allotment 2010 
 
The allotment judged to be the best over this year was plot number 12 at Clarence Chare 
allotment site, tenanted by Mrs K.M. Stewart.  The Chairman presented Mrs Stewart with the 
Ken Woodhall Trophy, a framed certificate and memento trophy. 
 
Allotment Officer’s Report 
 
Mr Thompson thanked tenants for the high standard of allotment plots in general and the 
improvements that had been made on all sites since the first annual meeting. 
 
Mr Thompson also thanked the allotment representatives for their support and assistance in 
managing the sites.  
 
Mr Thompson give details of the numbers of prospective tenants on the waiting list for an 
allotment plot. 
 
Mr Thompson explained the Councils proposal to reduce the waiting list numbers by extending 
the allotment site at St Oswalds and gave details of the planning application for the extension 
which included an additional 43 plots. Mr Thompson advised tenants however that the 
extension would be subject to planning approval being given by Durham County Council before 
it could go ahead. 
 
Mr Thompson presented a financial statement for allotments prepared by the Councils Finance 
Manager detailing the cost of allotment provision including capital expenditure. Mr Thompson 
advised tenants that at this present time no capital investment was planned for allotments in 
2012. 
 
Mr Thompson reported that some tenants were only partially planting their allotment plots. Mr 
Thompson felt that these tenants were not using the allotments to their full potential and were 
preventing prospective tenants from obtaining a plot.  
 



Following discussion it was agreed that any tenant who had not substantially planted their 
allotment by the end of May would receive a maintenance letter with a view to the termination of 
their tenancy if improvements were not made. 
 
Allotment Rents 
 
Mr Thompson advised tenants of the rents for each allotment site for 2011/2012 and reminded 
tenants that the reduced rent scheme no longer applied. 
 
Allotment Tenants’ Requests 
 
The Chairman asked for any specific requests from allotment sites following tenants forming 
individual site groups within the meeting. 
 
1 Aycliffe Village 
 
 No requests 
 
2 Byerley Park 
 
i) Tenants requested that the perimeter hedge that borders Byerley Park School be cut. 
 

Mr Thompson agreed to cut the hedge. 
 

ii) Tenants requested that the branches overhanging the allotment be pruned. 
 

Mr Thompson explained that the trees in question were on land owned by Durham 
County Council. Mr Thompson agreed to meet the allotment representative on site to 
discuss the problem. 
 

3 Clarence Chare 
 
i) The allotment representative requested a review of the poultry site agreement to include 

making poultry site tenants responsible for keeping weeds under control around the 
perimeter fencing of their sites. 

 
Mr Thompson agreed to discuss this matter at the next allotments representatives 
meeting with the representative concerned. 
 

4. Finchale Road 
 
i) Tenants reported that water was gathering around the entrance to the allotment site. 
 

Mr Thompson agreed to investigate the problem. 
 
 

5. St Oswalds 
 
 No requests 
 
 
Chairman’s Closing Remarks 
 
The Chairman thanked all tenants for attending and closed the meeting. 
 


